




 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1L A K E H E A D   U N I V E R S I T Y

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY

Sociology 2221 YA

Criminology
http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca/
Dr. J. B. Minore







Monday: 7:00 – 10:00
Office: 
#1003, Balmoral Centre


Centre for Rural and Northern Health Research

Phone:

766-7264
e-mail:

Bruce.Minore@lakeheadu.ca
Textbooks:
Siegel, Larry J. and McCormick, Chris.  Criminology in Canada: Theories, Patterns, and Typologies.  4th edition.  Nelson Education Ltd., 2010.
Reber. Susanne and Renauld, Robert.  Starlight Tour: the Last Lonely Night of Neil Stonechild. Vintage Canada, 2006.
Course Requirements:

First-term exam worth 35% of final grade


Essay worth 30% of final grade (details attached)


Second-term exam worth 35% of final grade

Course Outline:

Criminology studies the processes of making laws, of breaking laws and of reacting toward the breaking of laws.  This course will cover each of these in turn under the rubrics of criminal law, criminal aetiology and penology.  Throughout the course the role of Canadians in shaping their system of criminal justice will be emphasized.  
One case – the suspicious death of Neil Stonechild, a young Aboriginal man who was abandoned in a remote area on a brutally cold November night after being in the custody of Saskatoon police officers – will be used as a foundation for considering issues related to decision-making in the justice system, particularly involving the use or abuse of power.
Topics
Criminal Law









Readings
Criminology - the "criminality of behaviour" not the "behaviour of criminals"
Text, Ch. 1

Facts and figures (or how wrong we can be)





Text, Ch. 3
Balancing the Scales of Justice
The social reality of crime






 

Giving voice to the victims of crime






Text, Ch. 2
Justice or compromise







            Text, Ch. 4
Criminal Aetiology
Choice Theory: Because they want to





Text, Ch. 5.

Trait Theory: It’s in Their Blood






Text, Ch. 6
Social Structure Theories







Text, Ch. 7
Social Process Theories







Text, Ch. 8
Social Conflict Theory







Text, Ch. 9
Integrated Theories








Text, Ch. 10
Penology (the treatment of the criminal in Canadian society)
Decision makers - the police (lectures)





Twilight Tour

Violent Crime
(reading)






Text, Ch. 11
Decision makers - the courts (lectures)







Property Crimes (reading)






Text, Ch. 12
Detention - lectures & reading









Crimes of Power (reading)






Text, Ch. 13
In the community











Probation and parole (lectures)









Public Order Crimes







Text, Ch. 14
The system in perspective
Continuity and change (lectures)
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Essay (worth 30 marks)
All students will submit a brief essay (not to exceed nine printed pages, double spaced, 12 point font) on the following three-part question.  Each part of the question should be answered separately, but all parts must be answered.  Papers are due no later than Monday, February 22, 2010.

(i) Neil Stonechild froze to death in a remote part of Saskatoon after being in the custody of two of that city’s police officers.  Investigations into his death, extending over a fifteen year period, as well as subsequent court hearings, provide numerous examples of the so-called “Blue Shield” of police solidarity – self-protective and defensive actions or attitudes on the part of the police that influence law enforcement.  Select one example of such negative actions or attitudes, and explain in detail how it affected the handling of Mr. Stonechild’s case. (10 marks)
(ii) Explain how the idea of “conduct norms” that is integral to Cultural Deviance Theory (text p. 242) applies to this case of apparent abuse of power. (10 marks)
(iii) The Stonechild case demonstrates the role that members of the public and the media play in the Canadian system of justice.  Discuss how either the public (including members of the victim’s family, friends and Aboriginal leaders) or the media influenced the outcome of this case. (10 marks)
Lakehead University Regulations:

IX Academic Dishonesty
 The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as plagiarism, cheating and impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

A copy of the "Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures" including sections on plagiarism and other forms of misconduct may be obtained from the Office of the Registrar.

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty of attempting to obtain academic credit dishonestly.
(a) The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating on any part of a course will be a zero for the work concerned.
(b) A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of serious or repeated plagiarism, or of unofficially obtaining a copy of an examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will receive zero for the course and may be expelled from the University.

Students disciplined under the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures may appeal their case through the Judicial Panel.
Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include:


1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting.

2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.


